THE EXTERIOR OF THE CHURCH
Vocabulary

Dome (n)  a round roof with a circular base  • θόλος, τρούλος, μέγαρο (εκκλησιαστικό)

Angular (adj)  having angles or sharp corners  • γωνιώδης
Exterior (adj)  coming from the outside, outer  • εξωτερικός
Interior (adj)  inner part, inside  • εσωτερικός
Bishopric (n)  district under a bishop  • diocese, επισκοπή
Archbishop (n)  high rank of Christian priest above a bishop  • Αρχιεπίσκοπος
Cathedral (n)  chief church in a diocese, in which is the bishop’s throne  • Καθεδρικός Ναός
Basilica (n)  an elongated rectangular building with a central nave and side aisles  • Βασιλική
Byzantine (n)  style of church architecture originating from the Justinian era  • Βυζαντινή
Gothic (n)   form of architecture first constructed by the Gothic people  • Γοτθική
Section (n)   part, division  • τμήμα, τομέας
BASILICA

Arch (n)   a distinctly Roman architectural device in which wedge-shaped blocks were arranged in a semi-circular covering for an opening so that pressure from a building’s weight is exerted laterally instead of downward  • αψίδα, καμάρα
Aisle    (n)  passage in a church, esp. one that is divided by a row of columns from theNave (in a small church-passage between rows of pews, seats)  • πτέρυγα
Sanctuary (n)  holy or sacred place, esp. a church, temple or mosque, ιερός χώρος, theHoliest part of a church  • Άγιο Βήμα
sacred place (e.g. the altar of a Church) where in former times, a person running away from the law or His creditors was secure by Church law, against arrest or violence  • Άσυλο, καταφύγιο
Narthex (n)  ante chamber to the main body of  a church, a vestibule leading to the Nave of a church, the portico of an ancient church  • Νάρθηκας
Pattern (n)  configuration, arrangement • διάταξη, σχήμα
BYZANTINE

Reign (v)  hold office as a monarch  • βασιλεύω   (n)  period of sovereignty, rule  • βασιλεία
Majestic (adj)  impressive because of size or beauty  • μεγαλοπρεπής
Curved (adj) rounded • καμπυλωτός, στρογγυλεμένος

Distinctive  mark (phr.) distinguishing characteristic • χαρακτηριστικό γνώρισμα
GOTHIC
Triangular (adj) shaped like a triangle  • τριγωνικός
Mysticism (n)  beliefs, experiences of a mystic, teaching and belief that knowledge of God and of real truth may be obtained through meditation or spiritual insight, independently of the mind and the senses               • μυστικισμός
Renaissance (n)  revival of art and literature in the 14th, 15th and 16th centuries  • Αναγέννηση
Rotunda (n)  a round building or hall, especially one with a curved roof  • ροτόντα
THE BUILDING

Chapel (n)  place used for Christian worship  • παρεκκλήσι
Oratory (n)  a room for private prayer or worship  • ιδιωτικό παρεκκλήσι
Abbey (n)  a building in which monks and nuns gather to pray  • αββαείο
Parish (n)  an area in the care of a single priest and served by one main church  • ενορία
Nunnery  (n)  a convent for nuns  • γυναικεία μονή
Monastery (n)  place where monks live as a community under religious vows  • μοναστήρι
Choir (n)  (1) company of persons trained to sing together, esp. to lead the singing in a church • χορωδία

    (2) part of church building for the choir, χορός
Monk (n)  member of a community of men living together under religious vows in a monastery  • μοναχός
Nun (n)  a member of a religious community of women who promise to serve God - All their lives and often live together in a convent  • μοναχή
Honorary (adj)  conferred as honour unpaid  • τιμητικός
Diocese (n)  bishop’s district, bishopric  • επισκοπή
VOCABULARY
THE NARTHEX
 

Vestibule (n)  narthex, portico  • προθάλαμος
Entrance (n)  opening, door or gate etc. by which one enters sth  • είσοδος
Catechumens (n)  candidates for Baptism, persons receiving instruction in the Christian religion before baptism  • κατηχούμενοι
Pagan (n)  person who is not a believer in any of the chief religions of the world  • ειδωλολάτρης, άθεος, παγανιστής
Ceremony (n)  a special formal, solemn, and long-established action or set of actions, used for marking an important social or religious event  • τελετή
Divine (adj)  of, from or like God or a god  • θεϊκός
Liturgy (n)  fixed form of public worship used in a church  • λειτουργία
Allow (v) permit to do sth  • επιτρέπω
Furnish (v) to supply or provide sb/sth with sth, to supply sth to sb  • επιπλώνω, εφοδιάζω, προμηθεύω
Clergyman (n)  priest or minister of the Christian church  • κληρικός
Immerse (v) put sth under the surface of a liquid  • βυθίζω
Depict (v) show in the form of a picture, describe in words  • απεικονίζω
Exile (n)  instance of being exiled, banishment  • εξορία
Omnivorous (adj) eating both plants and animal flesh  • παμφάγος
Relative (adj) comparative, having a connection with sth  • σχετικός, συγκριτικός
Baptismal Font (n)  a place used for Baptism  • κολυμπήθρα
Wash-basin (n)  sink for washing hands • νιπτήρας
Baptistery (n)  Baptismal Font  • κολυμπήθρα
 Fresco (n)  painting on plaster while it is still wet  • τοιχογραφια, νωπογραφία
VOCABULARY
THE NAVE
Copola (n)  dome • τρούλος
Furnishing (n)  furniture, equipment, fittings, etc. in a room or house  • επίπλωση
Conform with (v) comply with, adapt , follow, οbey the rules and normal behaviour of society   • συμφωνώ, υιοθετώ, τηρώ τους κανονισμούς
Vault (n)  dome, cupola  • θόλος
Heavens (n)  home of God and the Saints  • παράδεισος
Set apart (v) make sb/sth different from others  • ξεχωρίζω
Layman (n)  church member who is not a priest  • λαΙκός
Impressive (adj) having a strong effect on sb  • εντυπωσιακός
Exquisite (adj) extremely beautiful or delicate  • εξαίσιος, τέλειος, εξαιρετικός
Icon stand (n)  προσκυνητάρι
Pew (n)  bench with a back, usually fixed to the floor, in a church  • στασίδι
Chandelier (n)  large branched decorative holders for candles or electric lights, usually hanging from the ceiling  • πολυέλαιος
Solea (n)  is that part of the nave which stretches in front of the sanctuary and is usually slightly higher than the floor of the nave  • ο Σολέας ή η Σολέα
Pulpit (n)  a raised enclosed platform in a church from which  a preacher delivers a sermon to the worshippers, ambo  • άμβωνας
stand (n)  small piece of furniture on which sth may be placed  • βάση, βάθρο
book stand αναλόγιo

candelabrum (n)  (pl-bra) ornamental holder, with branches, for candles  • μανουάλι
candleholder (n)  μανουάλι
portable (adj) that can be carried, not fixed permanently in a place  • φορητός
entrance (n)  opening, gate, door, passage by which one enters sth  • είσοδος
patron Saint saint regarded as protecting a particular person or place  • πολιούχος άγιος, προστάτης
sign (n)  mark, symbol  • σημάδι, σύμβολο, πινακίδα
bow (v) bend the head or body as sign of respect or as a greeting  • υποκλίνομαι
reverence (n)  deep respect; feeling of wonder and awe  • σεβασμός, ευσέβεια
elaborate (adj) very detailed and complicated; carefully prepared  • περίτεχνος
elevated (adj) raised  • υψωμένος
collapsible (adj) that can be folded into a compact shape  • πτυσσόμενος
congregation (n)  a group of people gathered together, esp. in a church, for religious worship  • σύναξη, εκκλησίασμα
Matins (n)  the first of the seven Canonical hours  • όρθρος
Tidings (n)  pl. news, a formal old fashioned word  • νέα
Suspend (v) 1. officially stop sth for a time, to prevent sth from being active, used, etc. for a time  • θέτω σε διαθεσιμότητα, σε αργία, αναστέλλω           2. to hang sth from sth else, κρεμώ, αναρτώ
Mercy (n)  capacity for holding oneself back from punishing or from causing suffering to  • έλεος, οίκτος
Compassion (n)  sympathy for the sufferings of others, causing a desire to help them  • συμπόνοια
Railing (n)   κιγκλίδωμα
Ceremony (n)  a special formal, solemn, and long-established action or set of actions used for marking an important social or religious event  • τελετή
Wedding (n)  a marriage ceremony and the meal or party that follows  • γάμος (τελετή)

Funeral (n)  burial or cremation of a dead person with the usual ceremonies  • κηδεία
Memorial service  a service held in the church in the memory of the dead  • επιμνημόσυνη δέηση
Doxology  δοξολογία
Blessing (n)  act of asking God’s favour for, making holy or sacred  • ευλογία
Bishop’s throne  Επισκοπικός θρόνος
Iconostasis (n)  a screen separating the sanctuary from the main area of a Byzantine church, usually decorated with a number of icons  • εικονοστάσι
Chant (v) to sing especially a chant  • ψάλλω
Chant (n)  a melody for psalms and other non metrical texts  • ψάλτης
Cleanliness (n)  καθαρότητα
Fragrance (n)  sweetness of smell, sweet scent  • ευωδιά
Fervor (n)  very strong feelings about sth, enthusiasm  • ζήλος, θέρμη
Mourning (n)  expression of sorrow at  a death, grief  • πένθος
Contrition (n)  feeling of deep sorrow  for wrong doing  • συντριβή, μετάνοια
Apse (n)  arch  • αψίδα
Ciborium (n)  free-standing canopy above an altar  • κιβώριο
Lectern (n)  sloping reading-desk as for the Bible in church  • αναλόγιο
Banner (n)  flag  • λάβαρο, σημαία
Capital (n)  head or top part of a column  • κιονόκρανο
 

VOCABULARY
THE ICON SCREEN – ICONOSTASIS OR TEMPLON

 

Icon screen (n)  wood or stone structure that partially separates the main part of the Nave from the altar  • εικονοστάσι, τέμπλο
Partition (n) a wall or screen that separates one part of a room from another • διαχωριστικό χώρισμα
Communicate (sth to sb)  a) make known, convey sth   b) communicate with sth    c) be connected with    • γνωστοποιώ, επικοινωνώ, συνδέομαι με
altar (n)  Holy Table or Communion Table  • Αγία Τράπεζα, θυσιαστήριο, βωμός
deacon (n)  minister of third order below bishop and priest  • διάκος
officiate (v)  perform the duties of an office or position, (of a priest) perform the ceremony  • εκτελώ χρέη, καθήκοντα, ιερουργώ
Holy Gate  Ωραία Πύλη
Holy Liturgy  Θεία Λειτουργία
Additional (adj)  extra, supplementary  • συμπληρωματικός, επιπρόσθετος
Row (n)  line  • σειρά
Portray (v)  depict, describe  • περιγράφω
Passion (n)  the suffering and death of Jesus  • τα πάθη του Κυρίου
Resurrection (n)  the rising of Jesus from the tomb  • Ανάσταση
Annunciation (n)  the announcement of the fact that the son of God was to be born of the Virgin Mary        • Ευαγγελισμός, Χαιρετισμός
Ascension (n)  Jesus left the earth and went to heaven  • Ανάληψη
Sacrament (n) solemn religious ceremony in the Christian Church •μυστήρια της Εκκλησίας
Eucharist (n)  celebration of ‘thanksgiving” by Christians and more specifically the consecrated bread and wine, Holy communion, cup of blessing, Table of Christ  • Ευχαριστία, Θεία Κοινωνία
Re-enactment (n)  the performance of a play or part of it  • παράσταση, αναπαράσταση
Allegoric (adj) αλληγορικός
High priest  Aρχιερέας
Minister (v)  serve, give help or service, υπηρετώ, φροντίζω  • προσφέρω, παρέχω
Vigilant (adj) watchful, on the look-out for danger of any kind  • άγρυπνος, προσεκτικός
Guard (n)  φύλακας
Vine (n)  άμπελος
Adornment (n)  ornament, decoration  • κόσμημα, διακόσμηση
Radiate (v)  send out light or heat  • ακτινοβολώ
Emblem(n)  symbol  • έμβλημα
Dim light (phr.) • χαμηλό φως 
Holy Trinity  The Union of Father, son and the Holy Spirit  • Αγία Τριάδα
Soothe (v)  make (pain) less severe or painful, calm down  • απαλύνω, ηρεμώ
Mercy (n)  capacity for holding oneself back from punishing or causing suffering to  • οίκτος
 

 

 

VOCABULARY

THE SANCTUARY AND ITS FURNISHINGS 
 

Holy Vema (n)  Αγιο Βήμα
Holy of Holies (n)  most sacred inner chamber in a church, any sacred place  • Άγιο Βήμα
Table of Oblation  table of offerings, Proskomide, Prothesis  • Πρόθεση
Vestry (n)  room or building for keeping vestments in, sacristy  • βεστιάριο, διακονικό, σκευοφυλάκιο
Cathedra (n)  a bishop’s official throne  • καθέδρα
Principal (adj) main, chief, first in rank or importance  • κύριος, κυριότερος
Precious (adj) of great value or high price, πολύτιμος
Consecration (n)  make or declare sacred, καθαγιάζω
Relics (n)  (of saints) the dead body or remains of a person  • λείψανα
Reliquary (n)  container, in which sacred relics are kept  • λειψανοθήκη
Compartment (n)  separate division or section  • διαμέρισμα
Vest (v)  to clothe with a garment  • ντύνω, περιβάλλω
Embroider (n)  to ornament with needlework  • κεντώ
Wrap (n)  to cover especially by winding or folding  • τυλίγω
Shroud (n)  burial garment  • σάβανο 

Indispensable (adj)  absolutely necessary  • απαραίτητος
Excerpt (n)   extract, selection from a writing or discourse  • απόσπασμα
Ark of Holy Gifts  Αρτοφόριο
Tabernacle (n)  portable structure used by Israelites as  a sanctuary during the Wanderings before they settled in Palestine  • Σκηνοπηγία, Φορητός ναός των Ισραηλιτών
Administer (v)  hand out or give sth formally, manage  • δίδω, χορηγώ, διοικώ
Communion (n)  Holy Communion: the Christian ceremony in which bread and wine are shared as a sign of Christ’s body and blood to remember him, Eucharist  • Θεία Κοινωνία
Vigil light   (a) small candle in a church lighted as a devotional act

                   (b) candle or small light kept burning before a shrine, icon etc. • καντήλι

Procession (n)  number of persons moving forward following each other in an orderly way  • λιτανεία, πομπή, παρέλαση
Immaculate (adj)  free from stain or spot, free from flaw or fault  • ακηλίδωτος, άψογος,άμεμπτος
Cherub (n)  (pl. cherubim) highest ranking angel, χερουβείμ
Six-winged (adj)  εξαπτέρυγος
Banner (n) flags usually on two poles, carried in religious or political processions, making known principles

• λάβαρο
Order (n)  (pl.) authority given by a bishop to perform church duties  • ιεροσύνη
Be in/take holy orders: be/become a priest  • είμαι γίνομαι ιερωμένος
Order  class of persons on whom holy orders have been conferred  • βαθμός, (θρησκευτικός), the Order of Deacons, Priests, Bishops.

order  a group of people living in a religious community, esp. monks or nuns  • τάγμα μοναχών, e.g. the Benedictine order.
Lantern (n)  transparent case (usually metal and glass) protecting a light from the wind  • φανάρι
Seraph (n) (pl. –s, -im) angel • σεραφείμ, άγγελος
 

VOCABULARY

OTHER ACCESSORIES OF THE SANCTUARY
Indentation (n)  deep recess, cut, notch εγκοπή  • εσοχή
Signify (v)  a) to make known by signs, speech, action  • σηματοδοτώ
                    b) to be a sign of, mean  • σημαίνω
Nativity (n)  birth, representation of the birth of Christ as in Art  • γέννηση
Membrance (n)  piece of thin skin-typed material  • μεμβράνη
Commemorate (v)  a) to serve as a memorial or reminder of  • εορτάζω
                                b) to honor the memory of  • τιμώ
                                c) to make honorable mention of

                                d) to honour, to keep alive the memory of sb dead  • μνημονεύω
offertory (n)  gifts collected in church during or at the end of service  • προσφορά
adjoin (v)  attach to, be close to  • γειτονεύω
closet (n)  small private room  • ντουλάπι, καμαράκι
vestry (n)   room or building attached to a church for keeping vestments in, sacristy  • σκευοφυλάκιο
vessel (n)  a  container used for holding liquids, such as a bowl  • σκεύος
vestment (n)  garment, esp. one worn by a priest in church; ceremonial robe  • άμφιο
synthronon (n)  concentric seating for clergy in the apse of a church  • σύνθρονο
item (n)  object, separate article  • αντικείμενο
censer (n)  an elegant vessel, usually of silver with long chains and small bells in which incense is burned at religious ceremonies  • θυμιατό, λιβανιστήρι
incense (n)  smoke of a fragrant tree-gum, producing a sweet  smell when burning  • λιβάνι
fragrant (adj)  sweet-smelling, having a pleasant cent or aroma  • αρωματικός, ευωδιαστός
fume (n)  smoke  • καπνός, αναθυμίαση
encompass (v)  enclose, encircle  • περιλαμβάνω, περικλείω
precede (v)  to go before, preface  • προηγούμαι
splendour (n)  grandeur, glory  • μεγαλείο
 

 

 
VOCABULARY
SACRED VESSELS

 

Paten (n)  small round metal disk gold or silver with a stemmed base to facilitate its being carried  • Άγιο Δισκοπότηρο
Manger (n)  a long open box or trough that horses and cows can eat from, crib  • φάτνη, παχνί
Utensil (n)  instrument, tool especially for use in the house  • σκεύος, εργαλείο
Purchase (v)  buy, αγοράζω, (n)  : buying   • αγορά
Host (n)  the blessed bread offered after mass  • όστια
Portion (n)  part  • μερίδα
Triumphant (adj)  θριαμβευτικός
Chalice (n)  elegant drinking cup gold or silver with a long-stemmed basis  • Άγιο Ποτήριο
Asterisk (n)  two arched metal bands, held together by a screw at the central point in such a way so as to be able to turn these bands around to form the shape of a small star  • Αστερίσκος
Lance (n)  a long pointed metal end used as a sacred utensil in the Holy Eucharist  • Λόγχη
Spoon (n)  long-handled spoon of gold or silver with which the  Holy Communion is administered to the faithful  • η  Λαβίδα
Tongs (n)  λαβίδα
Administer (v)  give, χορηγώ, manage, διοικώ
Sponge (n)  kinds of simple sea animal with light structures of elastic material full of holes and able to absorb water easily; one of these or sth of similar texture (e.g. porous rubber), used for washing, cleaning, etc.  • σπόγγος,  the sponge, a sacred utensil of the Church.

Moussa (n)  is a thin sponge used for the collection of the portions from the antimins or the Eileton and for the wiping of the holy disc as well  • μούσα
Antiminsion (n)  is used instead of the Eileton, (αντι +mensa : instead of a table)  • Αντιμήνσιο
Eileton, the (n)  (wrap) is a silken cloth on which is illustrated the Descent from the cross and the preparation of the internment of Christ’s body  • Ειλητόν
Internment (n)  burial  • ενταφιασμός
Zeon, the (n)  is a metal utensil in the shape of a small pot which is used to heat water  • Ζέον
Dikirotrikira (n)  candlesticks with two or three candles  • Δικηροτρίκηρα
Former ….latter (adj)  το πρώτο ...... το δεύτερο

Token (n)  sign, evidence  • ένδειξη, σημάδι
Veil (n)  covering of fine net or other material to protect or hide a woman’s face  • Πέπλο
Veils, the (n)  are specially made coverings placed over the paten and the chalice after the preparation of the Holy Gifts in the Proskomide until the moment when the transubstantiation takes place  • καλύμματα (για τα Τίμια Δώρα)
Fan (v)  to cause air to blow upon  • ριπίζω, ανεμίζω, «φυσώ»

Corporal, the (n)  cloth that covers the Holy Altar  • Κατασάρκιον
Sew (v)  to join or attach by stiches  • ράβω
Foundation (n)  the structure below the surface of the ground which support the building  • θεμέλια
 Indispensable (adj)  you cannot manage without  • απολύτως απαραίτητος
Idolater (n)  worshiper of idols  • ειδωλολάτρης
Stamp (n)  σφραγίδα
Inscription (n)  επιγραφή
Leaven (n)  yeast used to make dough rise before it is baked  • μαγιά , ζύμη
Unleavened (adj)  άζυμος
Recite (v)  to repeat (a piece of  poetry or pose) before an audience  • απαγγέλω
Element (n)  στοιχείο
Nutrition (n)  the act or process of nourishing  • θρέψη, διατροφή
Bear (v)  ασκώ (επιρροή, εξουσία κλπ.)

Nutriment (n)  food, nourishment  • τροφή
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